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BVI community with an inter-

est in environmental manage-

ment to review the Profile and 

share their comments and 

recommendations with  the 

Jost van Dykes Preservation 

Society. 

The purpose of the review is 

to provide the community 

with an opportunity to ensure 

that the Profile is accurate and 

thorough and to make sugges-

tions about  how the commu-

nity can continue to care for 

the natural environment of 

Jost van Dyke after the pro-

ject.  

Continued on pg 2. 

The Jost van Dyke Preserva-

tion Society has started to 

receive chapters of the first 

draft of the Environmental 

Profile for the island.   

The Profile brings together in 

one document, information 

which was previously known 

about Jost van Dyke, as well 

as new information that has 

resulted from scientific stud-

ies conducted during the first 

phase of this project. 

The Profile,  which is being 

compiled by Judith Towle of 

the Island Resources Founda-
tion (IRF), provides informa-

tion on Jost van Dyke, inclu-

sive of its historical and cul-

tural heritage, its marine and 

terrestrial resources,  environ-

mental challenges and the 

institutional framework for 

environmental management in 

Jost van Dyke. 

The Profile also contains in-

formation about the nearby 

islands of Little Jost van 

Dyke, Green Cay, Sandy Cay, 

and Sandy Spit. 

The next step is for the com-

munity of Jost van Dyke, staff 

of select Government Depart-

ments such as the Conserva-
tion and Fisheries Depart-

ment, and other persons in the 
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Visit us On-line: Read 

about the project at 

www.jvdgreen.org! 

Jost van Dyke Community Gets Involved 

Over twenty terrific resi-

dents of Jost van Dyke were 

in attendance at the Commu-

nity Meeting which was 

held on Tuesday February 3, 

2009.   

 

Community members had 
an opportunity to learn more 

about the Societyôs on going 

environmental programme 

of the Jost van Dyke Preser-

vation Society.  The high-

light for the evening was a 

presentation by Mr. Jean Pi-

erre Bacle, a member of staff 

of Island Resources Founda-

tion.  Mr. Bacle, or JP as he 

is known, gave a photo-

graphic presentation of the 

research that he conducted on 

Jost van Dyke and surround-
ing islands during the last 

few months.  This presenta-

tion stimulated lively discus-

sion among community 

members. 

 

Community members also 

had an opportunity to give 

feedback on the project.  

Most persons were pleased 

with progress so far and 

extended compliments to 

the Jost van Dykes Preser-

vation Society.  
 

 One other Community 

Meeting is being planned 

for March 2009. 

 

 

Erythrina Eggersii, an example 

of JVDôs  unique flora , was 

one slide presented to commu-

nity members at  the February 3 

meeting. 
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These comments and suggestions 

will be shared with the Island 

Resources Foundation for possi-

ble incorporation into the final 

profile, which is expected to be 

complete by June 30th, 2009.   

Once the Environmental Profile 

for Jost van Dyke is complete, an 

overview booklet summarising 

all the findings of the profile, 

will be prepared and distributed 

to all residents of Jost van Dyke.   

Efforts will also be made to 

ensure that the findings of the 

Profile are shared with the 

media, the students of the Jost 

van Dyke Primary School and 

other interested persons. 

Residents of Jost van Dyke 

who are interested in provid-

ing their comments on the 

Environmental Profile should 

contact Susan or Rosemary at 

the office of the Preservation 

Society. 

FACT 

Dr. William Thornton 

who  was born on Jost 

van Dyke in 1759, was 

the first Head of the 

patent office of the 

USA, serving from 
1802 until his death in 

1828. 

Jost van Dyke Methodist 

Church 3) the Mangrove area 

and  salt pond next to the Ice 

Cream Parlour.      Students 

were asked to carefully ob-

serve these areas and make 

notes and/or drawings of any 
living organisms that they 

saw.  The students  got very 

involved in this activity.  The 

were able to make a long list 

of living organisms that they 

observed and several students 

did excellent drawings.   

 

The above activity was led by 

staff of the Jost van Dyke 

Preservation Society.  More 

information on this activity 

Students Explore Ecosystems in Great Harbour 

Draft Profile to be Reviewed contõd 
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Students of Principal Martinôs 

Science Class (Jost van Dyke 

Primary School) recently had the 

opportunity to explore Great 

Harbour from an ecological 

point of view. 

 

The students several of whom 
live in Great Harbour or run and 

play in Great Harbour every day,  

were encouraged to view this 

familiar area through the eyes of 

a biologist. 

 

Students were given the assign-

ment of looking for ñLiving 

Thingsò in three ecosystems in 

Great Harbour 1) the beach 2) 

the mangrove area next to the 

We are seeking 

further information 

on the cultural 

traditions of Jost 

van Dyke for in-

clusion in the  

Environmental 

Profile. 
 

Call us at 284-540-

7428 if you have 

any information to 

share. 

may be found on the project 

website www.jvdgreen.org 

 

Thanks for Letting Us Know 

Students discuss their obser-

vations with the staff of the 

Jost Van Dyke Preservation 

Society staff. 

During a day of rough 

weather, this motor vessel 

broke free from its mooring 

and ran aground in White 

Bay.  Photo compliments  of 

N. Clement. 

Jost Van Dyke Primary 

School students sketch na-

ture at the salt pond located 

next to the ice cream par-

lour. 

Recently a boat ran aground on 

the rocks in White Bay.  This re-

sulted in a small oil spill.  Con-

cerned Community Members in-

formed us of this occurrence, pro-

vided us with photographs and 

made useful recommendations.  

For instance, it was suggested that 
some one on Jost van Dyke 

should be trained to contain oil 

spills until the appropriate au-

thorities arrive.  This would of 

course mean that we would 

need to have the appropriate 

equipment for containing oil 

spills.   

  

Thanks for your interests and 

suggestions.  In the interim, 
kindly note that Oil Spills may 

be reported to the authorities at 

anytime of day or night by 

calling 911.  This will 

initiate a governmental 

response which may in-

clude such diverse agen-

cies as the Fire and Res-

cue Department, the Con-

servation and Fisheries 

Department and the  De-
partment of Disaster Man-

agement. 
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A recent contribution of two 

boxes of books, calendars, 

reports, maps, magazines and 

DVDs from the Ocean Con-

servancy brought the number 

of publications in the Envi-

ronmental Information Centre 
to over four hundred docu-

ments.   

 

 

The Ocean Conservancy, 

which aims to be the worlds 

foremost advocate for the 

oceans, has its national head-

quarters in Washington D.C., 

USA.   Until recently there 

was also a Caribbean office in 

St. Croix, United States Vir-

gin Islands. 

 

Among other things, the mis-

sion of the Ocean Conser-

vancy is to promote healthy, 
diverse ocean ecosystems. 

In 2007, The Ocean Conser-

vancy sponsored a Youth 

Summit on the Oceans in  the 

USVI, over 14 persons from 

the BVI including one teacher 

from the Jost van Dyke Pri-

mary School participated in 

that event. 

 

A signed copy of a book enti-

tled ñBarbados a Coral Para-
diseò was also donated by 

Professor Hazel Oxenfordða 

co-author of the book and 

Professor of the University of 

the West Indiesô Centre for 

Resource Management and 

Environmental Studies 

(CERMES). 

 

This book, the publication of 

which coincided with the In-

ternational Year of the Reef 

(2008), takes the complex 

subject of the coral reef and 

makes it easy to understand.  

The photographs in this publi-

cation are captivating and 
give an unusual insight into 

the underwater world of the 

coral reefs. 

 

Much nearer to home, contri-

butions to the Environmental 

Information Centre were also 

received from the BVI Na-

tional Parks Trust and the 

BVI Solid Waste Department. 

Paul Mason, a local resident 

also donated a TV/DVD 

player to the Centre. 

The Jost van Dykes Preserva-

tion Society also purchased a 

number of posters, DVDs, 

books, scientific kits and 

other resources which are 

already being used to educate 

the youth of Jost van Dyke. 

For a listing of the resources 

in our information centre visit 

www.jvdgreen.org 

To donate a resource call 284-

540-7428, or visit our office 

in Great Harbour. 

community environmental 

project which is entitled ñJost 

van Dykeôs Community-

based Programme Advancing 

Environmental Protection and 

Sustainable Developmentò. 

 
The materials available at the 

booth included copies of the 

JVD Green Newsletter, pho-

tographic displays of the work 

of the Preservation Society, 

this included photographs of 

the flora and fauna of Jost van 

Dyke.  There were also some 

educational activities espe-

cially for children and young 

people.   

 

Feedback on the booths was 

The Jost van Dykes Preserva-

tion Society got involved in 

National Farmers week activi-

ties by having educational 

booths at the Agricultural 

Fairs at Paraquita Bay, Tor-

tola and Great Harbour, Jost 
van Dyke. 

 

The booths were used as a 

means of educating the public 

about the work of the Preser-

vation Society.  The focus 

was on the Societyôs two 

main programmes 1) the ma-

rine programme which at pre-

sent consists of the sloop 

ñEndeavour IIò in the style 

that is traditional to the Brit-

ish Virgin Islands and 2) the 

encouraging.  Several perons 

took the time to sign up for 

the JVD Green electronic 

newsletter, so that they could 

be kept abreast of the accom-

plishments of the Jost van 

Dykes Preservation Society. 

Preservation Society Participates in Agricultural Fair 

Ocean Conservancy, CERMES and others donate resources 
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A poster relates the highlights of 

our environmental project to 

visitors at Paraquita Bay Tortola 

and at Great Harbour Jost van 

Dyke. 

Barbados A Coral Paradise - 

donated by the Centre for 

Resource Management and 

Environmental Studies 

(CERMES). 

DVD Seas of Change: Spawn-

ing Aggregations in the Virgin 

Islands -  donated by Ocean 

Conservancy. 


