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 Mitch Kent, a historian and 

lecturer of the H. Lavity 

Stoutt Community College 

visited Jost van Dyke on Au-

gust 30th and October 18th to 

assess the historical and cul-

tural heritage of Jost van 
Dyke.   

 

During the research visits, 

Mitch Kent, accompanied by 

community member Sendrick 

Chinnery, visited the  

following sites: 

ruins of a fort at 

White Bay, 

An 18th century tur-

tle kraal pen at White 

Bay (an underwater 

entrapment built to 

keep turtles and other 

seafood fresh for 

consumption) 

a farmhouse dating 

back to the 18th Cen-

tury, 

A series of walls 

covering an area of 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

0.5acre at Brown 

Ghut where a dutch 

oven is present 

a series of walls in 

White Bay which 
may have been asso-

ciated with the salt 

pond nearby.    Salt 

was an extremely 

valuable commodity 

as a preservative and 

would have been 

mined for sale. 

A mill round (the site 

of a former sugar 

works) including a 

catchment platform 

and cistern.  The 

only other place in 
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the two researchers were still 

able to cover a lot of ground, 

visiting areas such as White 

Bay, Garner Bay, Brown Ghut 

and Black Point.   

 

One highlight of the visit was 
the discovery of at least five 

JP and Kevel, staff of the Is-

land Resources Foundation 

(IRF), returned to Jost van 

Dyke during October in order 

to continue their environ-

mental assessment.  Though 

hampered by rain and by the 
passage of Hurricane Omar, 

stands of Lignum vitae 

(Guaiacum officinale).   This 

native tree with its distinct 

trunk had an economic value 

for its hard and heavy wood  

(among the hardest and heavi-

est of all commercial wood), 
as well as oily resin that    
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Remnants of an 18th century Turtle 

kraal (dark square visible underwater 

along coast) in White Bay.  Kraals were 

underwater entrapments used to keep 

seafood fresh in the days before  

refrigeration  

Lignum vitae.  At least five stands 

have been identified on Jost van 

Dyke.  A dense hardwood, this tree 

has  historically used for Boatbuild-

ing (blocks, propeller shafts) in the 

BVI.   
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the BVI where a 

similar Mill Round 

has been discovered 

is at Fort Purcell in 

Tortola. 

Several of the sites identified 
have significant potential to 

be used for ecotourism, some 

of them would make great 

hikes.  Mitch Kentsô findings 

will be recorded in Chapter 6 

of the Environmental Profile. 

cont ributor to several  

key biodiversity planning 

documents prepared by the 

Foundation, including a  

vegetation classification   

system for Antigua-Barbuda, 

St. Kitts-Nevis, and the  
US Virgin Islands.   

 

In 1996 he was recipient of a 

major award for young pro-

fessionals from the Inter- 

American Institute for Coop-

eration on Agriculture (IICA). 

He is also a recipient of the  

Euan P. McFarlane Award for 

Outstanding Environmental 

Leadership in the Insular  

Caribbean 1993.                                                                                      

 A national of Antigua, Kevel 

Lindsay is a trained forester 

and biologist, with a degree  

in biodiversity conservation 

from Columbia University .   

 

He has been attached to the 
Island Resources Foundation's 

reg i o n a l  B i o d i ve rs i t y       

Conserva t i on P ro gram 

(initially based in Antigua)  

since 1995, and is currently 

serving as regional coordina-

tor. He also manages the 

F o u n d a t i o n ' s  

Caribbean B iodivers i ty    

electronic mailing list <  

ca r i bb ean-b i od i ve rs i t y-

subscribe@egroups.com> 

Kevel  is  a principal            

Project Personality Kevel Lindsay 

(CITES).  Another interesting 

discovery was the             

identification of at least two 

dozen stands of Teyer palm or 

Broom palm (Cocothrinax 

alta).  This species is endemic 

to Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands.  Historically, the 

Teyer or Broom Palm was 

used to make brooms, string 

fish and thatch roofs. 
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permeates the wood.  Historic 

use of this tree included use as 

bearing and blocks for       

propeller shafts, and bearings 

for roller mills. 

 

Lignum Vitae is nearly extinct 

in the wild in the USVI and is 
protected under Territorial 

Law.    Trade of the wood of 

this tree is controlled under the 

Convention on International 

Trade of Endangered Species 

Kevel Lindsayðat one with nature. 

Photo compliments of Island Resources 

Foundation. 

Lignum vitae with its characteristic 

orange seed pods.  The species is nearly 

extinct in the wild in the USVI.  

Photo compliments of Island Resources 

Foundation. 

Teyer Palm or Broom Palmð

historically used to make brooms, string 

fish and thatch roofs.  

Photo compliments of Island Resources 

Foundation 

Ruins of 18th century fort at White Bay, 

one of several heritage sites assessed on 

Jost van Dyke during recent field re-

search. 

Kevel, piled into the back of a car 

with field equipment, ready for a 

week of work on JVD. 

Mitch Kent identifies historic 18th 

century  farm house ruins 
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