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BVI TEACHERS: COME L.I.M.E. WITH US! 

The  Jost Van Dykes Preservation 

Society (JVDPS) is developing a 

collection of new lesson plans 

and hands-on activities to focus 

ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ .±LΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŜŎƻƭƻƎȅ 

and marine cultural traditions to 

complement current  BVI Social 

Studies and Science curricula.   

Teachers are invited to join in this 

effort to serve as both advisors 

and future leaders in these cul-

turally important and forward-

looking subject areas.  Participat-

ing teachers will have access to 

special scholarship opportunities 

(for training workshops, special 

field trips for their classes and 

scholarships offered for courses 

that may be eligible for college 

credit).  

The developed lesson plans will 

eventually be housed on board 

ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǎƭƻƻǇΣ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ LLΣ 

once completed.  The project 

seeks to develop hands-on lesson 

plans to reinforce concepts that 

are being taught to students in 

BVI classrooms.  As part of the 

project, JVDPS will also provide 

resource kits to selected BVI 

schools and other informal  

      DEFINITIONS 

Lime (Verb): Caribbean 

Slang, Hang out, relax, 

as in òIõm going to go 

Lime at the Beach.ó  

L.I.M.E: (Noun)  Lead-

ers/Learning in Marine 

Environment: JVDPSõ 

new network of educa-

tors and persons with an 

interest in our marine 

environment and the 

unique maritime tradi-

tions of the BVI. 
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at www.jvdps.org 

and on Facebook. 
Educators (e.g. youth group lead-

ers) 

The project will also draw upon 

existing resources of the BVI and 

region, hoping to build on past 

efforts. Project coordinators plan 

to collaborate with numerous 

organizations in the Territory and 

Caribbean to develop final mate-

rials, which will include short vid-

eos and will emphasize ties be-

tween cultural traditions, heri-

tage and the natural environ-

ment. 

At this early stage, JVDPS seeks 

volunteers (teachers, individuals 

working in environment/history 

and other enthusiastic individu-

als) with an interest in maintain 

ǘƘŜ .±LΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 

and cultural heritage with em-

phasis on youth education. 

During the upcoming months, 

JVDPS will seek participation from 

other community and youth lead-

ers, government agencies and 

establishing more specific sched-

ules.  At this time, no commit-

ment is required, but if you have 

an interest in this project, we 

urge you to contact 

us by telephone at (284) 540-

0861 or by email at 

susan@jvdps.org.  

The project is being funded by 

ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ hǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 

Environment Programme 

(OTEP) and is being initiated 

by the JVDPS as part of its 

environmental and maritime 

heritage initiative. 
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Above: JVD Bateaux races. 

See Pg. 3. for more details. 
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IRF to Study JVD Wetlands, Create Booklet 

In Late May, JVDPS staff met with 

Island Resources Foundation (IRF) 

to discuss the upcoming project 

ά¢ƘŜ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ±ƛǊπ

gin Islands: Their Importance and 

Their ConservationέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 

involve assistance from the Jost 

Van Dykes Preservation Society 

and the newly revived BVI NGO, 

Association of Reef Keepers (ARK). 

Jost Van Dyke has 7 remaining salt 

ponds and small areas of fringing 

mangroves, but these valuable 

resources are placed at increasing 

risk from development pressures , 

according to IRF Vice President, 

Judith Towle. 

Wetlands are special systems with 

important ecological value, but are 

often one of the first ecosystems 

sacrificed, with increasing demand 

for additional coastal lands. 

Following field work, a booklet, 

tentatively entitled ά²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 

Jost Van Dyke: Their Conservation 

ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέΣ which will 

serve as part field guide, part edu-

cational guide and part  conserva-

tion and management recommen-

dations for BVI natural resource 

managers, practitioners and en-

thusiasts, according to IRF.   

Responding to Coral Bleaching: Creating a BVI Action Plan  

 In 2005, Caribbean water tem-

peratures were significantly higher 

than usual, and the region experi-

enced its most dramatic recorded 

bleaching episode. For example, 

the nearby US Virgin Islands Na-

tional Park estimated that approxi-

mately 90% of coral cover experi-

enced bleaching. 

Scientists and coral reef manag-

ers/conservationists throughout 

the world are working to better 

understand coral bleaching events.  

In the event that another bleach-

ing incident occurs, managers 

hope to carefully monitor and 

track its reefs in an effort to gain 

useful information on coral   

 

Bleaching (which may lead to in-

creased coral disease and coral 

reef mortality).  

During the week of May 10, the 

National Atmospheric and Oceanic 

Association (NOAA) and The Na-

ture Conservancy (TNC) hosted a 

workshop for scientists and coral 

reef managers from the USVI, 

Puerto Rico and the British Virgin 

Islands in St. Thomas, US Virgin 

Islands.  

The BVI team consisted of Nancy 

Pascoe of BVI National Parks Trust 

(one of the workshop presenters), 

Mervin Hastings and Joel Dore of 

BVI Conservation & Fisheries, . 

Charlotte McDevitt of Green VI, 

Lianna Jarecki of HLSCC/ Guana 

Photos:  Pictured are  wetland birds often spotted on 

JVD.  (Upper Left photo: Credit W. Atkinson, all others S. 

Zaluski).  Can you identify these birds?  First JVD resi-

dent to correctly identify the birds will win a large pizza.  

LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ W±5t{Ω {ǳǎŀƴ ½ŀƭǳǎƪƛΦ  

Lorraine Callwood, part-time envi-

ronmental assistant for JVDPS, also 

attended one of the workshop ses-

sions.   

During the workshop, the BVI team 

drafted a Early Warning Coral 

Bleaching Event Action Plan for the 

Territory.  Conservation & Fisheries 

Department assumes the lead role, 

but the plan is intended to activate 

a monitoring plan and public out-

reach about coral bleaching 

(involving government and NGO 

action), should VI water tempera-

tures reach dangerous levels.  

Did you know? Corals can only survive in a very 

specific temperature rangeð when waters are 

warmed by just a few degrees bleaching  can oc-

cur and leave reefs vulnerable to disease and 

death.  
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On JVD, one thing is certain: Jost 

Van Dykians, young and old, love 

the sea.  When you mention the 

20th century tradition of Bateaux-

building on Jost Van Dyke, resi-

dents between the ages of 25 and 

75 light up.   

When galvanized roofing material 

was introduced to Jost Van Dyke 

(sometime in the 1940s), residents 

quickly learned that old sheets 

could be fashioned into simple 

canoes-ƻǊ άōŀǘŜŀǳȄέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛŘ 

of some scrap wood , old nails and 

tar, which was collected from 

around the Great Harbour rocks. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ά²ƛƴŘȅέ /ŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΣ  

άLƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŀǊ ǿŀǎ ²ƘŀƭŜ ΨŎƻƻ-ŎƻƻΩ όŘǳƴƎύ 

and that we should use it for 

things.  I believe that tar was from 

spills from passing oil tankers. 

Back then, all of the ships were 

coming back and forth from Trini-

dad. ά 

JVD residents fondly remember 

paddling around with makeshift 

oars made out of scrap wood or 

even recycled materialsς such as 

the lids of Export Soda Cracker tins.   

wŜŎŀƭƭǎ DŜǊŀƭŘ /ƘƛƴƴŜǊȅΣ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ 

brave! That was dangerous back 

ǘƘŜƴΗέ όǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ 

the coral reefs and the abundance 

of Barracuda in its waters, which 

older residents say would dart at 

the shiny metal containers as they 

dipped in and out of the water).   

In May 2010, several community 

members helped out to facilitate 

the building of 4 new bateauτ 

helping to ensure that the tradition 

of the bateaux survives.  (Prior to 

this event, no bateaux had built in 

over 20 years, so the current gen-

eration of youth had no experience 

with the boats.   

A sincere thank you goes out to 

numerous individuals, including but 

ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΥ  ά¦ƴŎƭŜ ²ŜƴŘŜƭƭέ 

/ŀƭƭǿƻƻŘέΣ /ŜŎƛƭ /ƘƛƴƴŜǊȅΣ !ƭŀƴ 

/ŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΣ WǊΦΣ !ƭƭŜƴ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ .ƻȅέ 

/ŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΣ wƻƴŀƭŘ άaŀƴȊŀέ [ŜǿƛǎΣ 

ά¸ŜƭƭƻǿέΣ LǎƘŀ /ƘƛƴƴŜǊȅΣ  IŜǊƳŀƴ 

ά.ǳƴέ /ƘƛƴƴŜǊȅΣ !ƭōŜǊǘ ά.ǳƴŜȅέ 

[ƻǾŜƭƻŎƪΣ hƭƛǾŜǊ /ƘƛƴƴŜǊȅΣ  άCƻȄȅέ 

Callwood, Tessa Callwood, Baldwin  

Above: òAlió with òCutlass Cruiseró, which he helped 

build.  The names of all bateaux were chosen by JVD 

youth with one requirement: they needed to be 

linked to the JVD natural environment or history 

(Cutlass Cruiser pays homage to the islandõs bush-

men). Other names Included òRed Hind Rocketó and 

Man Oó War after the seabird which nests on Great 

Tobago.   

The JVD Bateaux Building Tradition Lives 

Above: Hazani, Rashid 

and Robert pose with the 

Bateau òHoly Cowó, a 

name intended to pay 

tribute  to JVDõs once 

vibrant livestock indus-

try. Older residents re-

member seeing cows 

loaded onto sailing ves-

sels for export to other 

islands. 

Above: Ronald òManzaó Lewis , Alan òJuneyó Callwood 

and òUncle Wendelló Callwood help to build a bateau.  

George, Vancito George, Paul 

Mason and Dr. Allison Flax-

Archer. 

Materials for bateaux construc-

tion were purchased by JVDPS 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ  ǘƘŜ .±LΩǎ 

National Commission for 

UNESCO.  Prizes were awarded 

to children and donated by 

Serendipity Books, Blue Water 

Divers, JVD Scuba, Corsairs and 

Ocean Sea Pizza.   

Below: Edeisha holds up a Coconut boat, which she 

painted (built by Foxy Callwood).  The toy boats, made 

of a coconut shell and a Sea Grape leaf sail were also 

òracedó during the event.   


