An Environmental Profile of the Island
of Jost Van Dyke, British Virgin Islands

Acknowledgements

including Little Jost Van Dyke, Sandy Cay, Green Cay and Sandy Spit




An Environmental Profile of the Island
of Jost Van Dyke, British Virgin Islands

including Little Jost Van Dyke, Sandy Cay, Green Cay and Sandy Spit

An Initiative of the Jost Van Dykes (BVI) Preservation Society
and
Island Resources Foundation

2009



This publication was made possible by the generous support of the Overseas Territories
Environment Programme (OTEP), UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, under a
contfract between OTEP and the Jost Van Dykes (BVI) Preservation Society (JVDPS), for
implementation of a project identified as:

BVI503: Jost Van Dyke’'s Community-based Programme Advancing Environmental
Protection and Sustainable Development.

The JVDPS contracted with Island Resources Foundation to provide technical services
as a part of its agreement with OTEP, in particular to execute the Environmental Profile
phase of the project, for which this document represents the primary output.

Use of Profile:

Reproduction of this publication, or portions of this publication, is authorized for
educational or non-commercial purposes without prior permission of the Jost Van Dykes
(BVI) Preservation Society or Island Resources Foundation, provided the source is fully
acknowledged.

Citation:

Island Resources Foundation and Jost Van Dykes (BVI) Preservation Society (2009). An
Environmental Profile of the Island of Jost Van Dyke, British Virgin Islands, including Little
Jost Van Dyke, Sandy Cay, Green Cay and Sandy Spit. JVDPS. Jost Van Dyke, British
Virgin Islands: 135 pp.

Available from:

Jost Van Dykes (BVI) Preservation Society
Great Harbour

Jost Van Dykes, VG 1160

British Virgin Islands

Tel 284.540.0861

www.jvdps.org

www.jvdgreen.org

Island Resources Foundation
1718 P Street Northwest, Suite T-4
Washington, DC 20036 USA

Tel 202.265.9712

Fax 202.232.0748

www.irf.org

Cover Photo:
The island of Jost Van Dyke from the north shore of Tortola


http://www.jvdps.org/
http://www.jvdgreen.org/
http://www.irf.org/

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This project had its origins in numerous discussions between principals from the
Jost Van Dykes Preservation Society (JVDPS) and Island Resources Foundation
(IRF)—around a library conference table at the Foundation’s Road Town of-
fice (where fragrant smells tempted us from the College’s bakery below) and
a tree-shaded table at Foxy's Tamarind Bar and Restaurant on Jost Van Dyke,
where we shared the ambiance of that special place with tourists and resi-
dents alike.

From those early meetings grew the idea of an “environmental profile” for the
island of Jost Van Dyke and its nearby satellite islands and cays. Eventually, a
proposal was put forward at the end of 2007 to the UK Overseas Territories
Environment Programme (OTEP) for a JVD-based, environment-focused
project, with this Profile as one essential output. The proposal was funded by
OTEP in March of 2008.

From the beginning, the Governor's Office in the British Virgin Islands (which
oversees OTEP projects in the Territory) has been very supportive. Sue Cotfton
guided us through the proposal preparation phase with insightful advice and
direction. His Excellency, Governor David Peary helped launch the project at
a community meeting in JVD in May of 2008. Sue Cotton’s successor, Emma
Dean, and Claire Hunter, the Project/Consular Officer in the Governor's Of-
fice, also provided helpful assistance during project implementation; while, in
London, the project was supported by Shaun Earl and his successor, Heather
Christie, at the OTEP unit of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

The leadership team from the Jost Van Dykes Preservation Society has been a
source of inspiration throughout the project. They are exfremely motivated
individuals who, with an unusual measure of patience, hard work, and com-
mitment, have overseen the emergence of a highly purposeful NGO that has
now taken its place within the JYD community mix.

IRF acknowledges in particular: board member Bruce Donath, whose energy
and organisational skills made this project possible; Susan Zaluski, the Society’s
projects manager, who wears many hats and takes on diversified tasks with
an incredible range of skills and unbounded good spirit; Rosemary Delaney-
Smith, who joined the Society’s staff at the commencement of the OTEP
project and immediately became a valued member of the project team,
especially as newsletfter editor, media outreach coordinator, educational
overseer, and community liaison; and—over it all—Foxy and Tessa Callwood,
whose vision for the Society provided the foundation that made the Society a
reality and this project an opportunity.

My colleagues and fellow team members from IRF, Jean-Pierre Bacle and
Kevel Lindsay, were—as always—a joy to work with. They fromp through the
roughest of terrain to reveal ever new, ever precious components of the nat-
ural environment, always looking forward to another night of bat netting or
exploring another bat cave. IRF was joined in ifs research efforts by two
associates—Mitch Kent and Clive Pefrovic—whose BVI knowledge and expe-
rience allowed us to expand the scope and narrative of this Environmental
Profile. Mitch was the principal investigator behind the historical heritage
chapter as Clive was for the coastal/marine chapter; we thank them both for
their valued participation.



The support and encouragement of numerous BVI Government agencies and personnel played an integral role in this
project, providing access to needed information and feedback for the Profile. We thank Carnel Smith of Environmental
Health, Nadia James-Lord of the Department of Solid Waste, Natasha Chalwell of the Tourist Board, Allison Wiggins and
Kyron Adams of Town and Country Planning, Maurice Turnbull of the Development Planning Unit, and Vincent Wheatley,
Sister Islands Programme Coordinator. We extend special thanks to JVD District Officer, Carmen Blyden, who actively
supported the project from the beginning with information, participation, and generosity.

We especially acknowledge the BVI Conservation and Fisheries Department, under the direction of Bertrand Lettsome.
Shannon Gore, Lynda Varlack and Angela Penn provided valuable information and feedback, offered recommendao-
fions on the review process, environmental monitoring activities and available resources, made special efforts to fravel to
JVD to aftend night-time community meetings, and donated educational materials for the project’s Environmental
Information Centfre. We also thank the BVI National Parks Trust, under the direction of Joseph Smith Abboftt. NPT staffer
Nancy Woodfield-Pascoe donated resources and provided support and guidance from the onset of the project.

Hazel Oxenford, Maria Pena, and Patrick McConney at CERMES/UWI were helpful in providing feedback, donating
resources for the Information Centre and providing protocol for follow-up monitoring on Jost Van Dyke. We are also
grateful to Nick Drayton, who donated numerous resources for the project on behalf of The Ocean Conservancy.
Similarly, the Department of Solid Waste and Paul Mason donated educational materials for the Centre. Peter Murray of
OECS provided considerable feedback and materials that will also find a useful life in the Information Centre.

Dr. Caroline Rogers, marine scientist based at the Virgin Islands National Park in the USVI, provided a particularly insightful
review of the Profile, especially Chapter 4, as did BVI historian Carol Arneborg for Chapter 5 (her review clarified the birth
place of Wiliam Thorton—not Jost Van Dykel). Newton Eristee, formerly of C&FD, and local historian and author Jenny
Wheatley also provided valuable feedback.

We owe the success of this project in large part to the energy and support of the JVD community. While a group of
individuals did serve as part of the project’s Advisory Committee, we found that engaging community members in more
informal settings—outside of official meetings—allowed us to increase community participation. We owe special thanks
fo Advisory Committee members Sendrick Chinnery, Cecil Chinnery and Adrianna Callwood, all of whom accompanied
field researchers during their visits to JVD, providing useful background information and access to research sites.

Ivan Chinnery and Sheila Schulterbrandt provided information for articles in the project Newsletter, JVD Green, and
some of of this information has been reproduced in the Profile. Teacher Jessica Callwood provided written transcriptions
of her 2006 interviews with three island residents—Estella Chinnery, Frank Chinnery and Roseline Turnbull. This was
particularly fitting since Mr. Chinnery and Ms. Turnbull have both passed since 2006. These and other JVD residents were
invaluable in their willingness o answer questions and share information with project staff and JVDPS board members,
either through formal interviews or casual discussions. We are thankful fo numerous individuals such as Ivan Chinnery,
Rudy George, "Baba” Hatchett, Foxy Callwood, Alan Chinnery, Alan Chinnery, Jr., Vancito George, Godwin Chinnery,
“Bunn” Chinnery, Jerry Chinnery, Sheila Schulterbrandt, Beverly Martin, Tessa Callwood, Greg Callwood, Sendrick
Chinnery, Cecil Callwood, David Blyden, Kendrick Chinnery, Gerald Chinnery, Myrtle Turnbull, John Chinnery, and Selly
Chinnery. These discussions led to the addition of the chapter on Cultural Heritage.

Numerous residents participated in community meetings, and several island businesses allowed us to place copies of the
draft Profile in public locales for easy access, including White Bay Villas, Soggy Dollar, Abe’'s, The Perfect Pineapple,
Foxy's Tamarind Bar, Foxy's Taboo and Jewel's. Bunn's Taxi also helped distribute announcements for meetings.

Lastly, we are enormously thankful to the JVD Primary School, under the direction of Principal Marva Martin and her fine
staff. Ms. Martin’s 2008-2009 science class participated in field activities, and students such as Wayson “Ali" Hatchett,
Jeaneah Chinnery, Kimisha Chinnery, Catherine Blyden, Anath Blyden and Nathan Blyden were among the most active
youth participants in educational activities. These young people provide us with enthusiasm and inspiration. We hope
that this Profile, which closes with a chapter entitled “Directions for the Future”, will play an important role in guiding their
environmental futures on Jost Van Dyke.

— Judith Towle (IRF) and Susan Zaluski (JVDPS)
September 2009



PHOTO CREDITS

All photos credited to Island Resources Foundation's Jean-Pierre Bacle and Kevel C. Lindsay, with the
exception of the following:

Cover Photo Saraheva Krancic

Photo 2 Bruce Potter (IRF)

Photo 31 Jeff Miller (VI National Park)

Photo 34/Sites 1-7 Michael Kent (HLSCC)

Photos 35-37, 39-41 Collection of Theresa Callwood (JVDPS)
Photo 38 Susan Zaluski (JVDPS)

) Jost van Dykes

Preservation Society

This publication was made possible with funding support from:

UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Department for International Development
Overseas Territories Environment Programme



