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6. JOST VAN DYKE’S CULTURAL HERITAGE 

This chapter of the Profile  was pre-
pared by Susan Zaluski, Projects Man -
ager of the JVDPS , assisted by Rose -
mary Delaney-Smith, OTEP Project 
Coordinator for the Society; it is 
based in large measure on interviews 
of JVD residents conducted by Ms. 
Zaluski and Ms. Delaney -Smith in 
2008 and 2009 .   

While historic sites offer a 

physical link to th e past, Jost 

Van Dyke’s rich history is not 

limited to tangible artefacts  or 

ruined structures .  Cultural 

traditions, often transmitted 

orally from one generation to 

the next, emerge as a specific 

response to the particular 

environmental, social, political  

and economic conditions of a 

specific area  (Box 12).   

In Jost Van Dyke , unique cultural 

traditions impart  important  in-

formation about the island’s 

history and environment .  Many 

of these traditions have begun 

to disappear and are quickly 

fading from mod ern memory  as 

the fabric of Jost Van Dyke and 

British Virgin Islands culture 

changes with  the impact  of g lo-

balisation (particularly ex -

pressed through the island’s 

tourism sector) and  subsequent 

economic growth.  

Cultural traditions demonstrate 

the vast di versity of human 

creativity , and , on Jost Van 

Dyke, the community’s cultural 

legacy tell s the story of a 

resilient, creative island people, 

who in the recent past used a 

limited number of available 

natural and man -made 

resources to meet their needs 

for foo d, shelter, commerce, 

energy, transportation and 

even entertainment.   

COMPONENTS OF JVDõs 
CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Migrations  

Although politically separate 

from the nearby U.S. Virgin 

Islands, Jost Van Dyke (and the 

rest of the BVI, as well) maintains 

strong tie s to the U.S. Territory.  

Many Jost Van Dykians have 

spent a good portion of their 

lives crossing between the two 

separate territories for a variety 

of social,  religious, familial  and 

economic reasons.   

With ancestries of European 

and African origins, the  popula -

tion of Jost Van Dyke is still un -

dergoing ―creolization ‖ 

through migrations and 

interactions with other 

Caribbean islands .  Ac cording 

to the Government’s DPU, 

approx imately one -third of the 

island’s resident population  is 

of non -BVI origin , whi le an 

informal survey  of the island’s 

primary school found that half 

of these young resi dents were 

quickly  able to identify their 

ancestry as other locales —

namely , other Carib bean 

Islands.  Undoubtedly, this has 

an impact on the island’s 

culture, makin g modern Jost 

Van Dyke a mini -melting pot of 

the larger Caribbean culture.   

Music of  JVD and the  BVI 

Within both the  Caribbean  

region and the BVI Territory, 

music has been an important 

mechanism for tra nsmitting oral 

history and is a  significant  

cultural expression  in itself.   

The traditional  music of the 

British Virgin Islands, known as 

―Fungi ,‖ is named for a corn-

meal -based local food dish that 

melds different ingredients 

(including okra, sweet peppers 

and onions) into the harmony of 

a distinct dish.  Similarly, Fungi 

music serves up  European, 

African and local, hand -made 

instruments into a single helping 

of music  with a distinctive 

melody and rhythm.  Instru-

ments may include the banjo, 

Box 12 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

òCultural her itage is not limited to 
material manifestations, such as 
monuments and objects that have 
been preserved over time.  This 
notion also encompasses living 
expres sions and the traditions that 
countless groups and communities 
worldwide have inherited from 
thei r ancestors and transmit to 
their descendants, in most cases 
orally.ó 

ñ2003 UNESCO Convention on  

Intangible Cultural Heritage  



ukulele, guitar, washtub bass, 

triangle, washboard, saxophone 

or c alabash.   

Some of Jost Van Dyke’s 

residents can remember a time 

in the not -so-distant past when 

the metal containers of cooking 

oil were recycled into guitars, 

and  drum sets were fashioned 

out of old butter pans 

(complete with cymbals  

created out of the l ids of butter 

pans);  a particular  type of 

sardine tin  (no longer imported 

to the island) made excellent 

ukuleles.   

In a typical Caribbean tradition 

(seen in various forms of 

Calypso and folk music), BVI  

songs oft en provide  social 

commentary, report on his toric 

events , and cover island 

folklore /legends .  Song topics 

range from stories about 

smuggling rum to pontificating 

about politicians and  ―who is to 

blame ‖ for a variety of social ills.   

Popular Fungi musicians in the 

Territory include the Tortola -

based  Lashing Dogs, who still 

play regularly at musical 

festivals and special events and 

whose songs cover the 

Territory’s folk history.  Well-

known Fungi musician and 

educator –turned -politic ian, 

Elmore Stout spen t many years 

of his career in education on 

Jost Van Dyke at the island’s 

Primary School.  Some of his 

songs relate valuable 

information about the island’s 

history and folklore, and his 

music should be considered a  

cultural  resource for the Jost 

Van Dyke  community . 

Although his music is more 

geared towa rd entertaining 

an external tourist audience, 

local entertainer Philiciano 

―Foxy‖ Callwood performs 

songs which sometimes focus 

on environ mental theme s, 

cautioning the island and 

Territory against ex ploitation 

of their natural re sources and  

the risk of  turning their own 

backyard into a ―garbage 

dump‖ for the sake of short-

term economic gains.  

Finally, Ruben Chinnery is 

perhaps the most prolific 

singer-songwriter on Jost Van 

Dyke , writing songs filled with 

valuable local history and 

social commentary .  In his 

music, Chinnery  takes note of  

the changing JVD society, in 

one song focusing on young 

men who no longer hunt 

goats, while in another 

relating the story of 

Guyanese immigrants in Jost 

Van Dyke, thereby placing 

JVD in a wider Caribbean 

socio -economic co ntext.    

Music lyrics may be Jost Van 

Dyke’s (and the Territory’s) 

best record of  folk history.  

Music is also a fluid art form 

and changes contiually wit h 

different cultural influences, 

further relating information 

about interactions with other 

societies.    Modern music on 

Jost Van Dyke may reflect the 

wave of migration from other 

parts of the Caribbean, as well 

as influences from the nearby 

United States , and contains 

elements of Reggae, Soca, and 

American Hip Hop.   

Festivals , Holidays  and  

Celebrations  

As a satellite community of both 

Tortola (politically) and St. 

Thomas (socially/historically), 

residents of Jost Van Dyke often 

share  in the cultural traditions of 

nearby islands, including Eman -

cipation festivals.  Jost Van Dyke  

residents may participate a s 

casual observers, but some also 

Box 13 

REDUCE, RE-USE, RECYLE:  

A JVD CULTURAL TRADITION? 

While modern communities across 

the globe are lamenting the 

developmen t of  a  òthrow-awayó 

culture, this extensive use of 

disposable, non -renewable 

materials is particularly problematic 

for small island communities.  

Imported items were once treated 

sparingly and resources were 

continually reused and recycled, 

reducing the ov erall waste stream.  

Sadly, todayõs excessive packaging 

often has a one -way ticket to Jost 

Van Dykeõs landfill.  In explorations 

of Jost Van Dykeõs cultural traditions, 

the theme of recycling products 

continually emerges.   

In past decades, food containers  

received a second life as musical 

instrument s, while old tires might be 

turned into shoes or òhooplesó, a 

game for children.  Flour and crocus 

bags were made into cloth ing or  

bags for schoolchildren and  used to 

haul charcoal.   In many cases, 

residents wo uld also take bricks 

from old buildings (todayõs heritage 

sites!), recycling these for use in 

modern buildings.  

òAs we used to say, ôEat the flour, 

wear the bag õ,ó remembers  Mr. 

Frank Chinnery, JVD resident (born 

1922). 



participate directly as perfor -

mers in carnival parades, sing-

ing, dancing or playing music.    

As an outgrowth of Foxy’s 

Wooden Boat Regata, Jost Van 

Dyke  hosted its own Carnival in 

September each year  from the 

mid -1980s until the mid -1990s 

(Photo 35 ), complete with food 

stalls, floats, music, dance and 

―Mocko Jumbies‖ (stilt walkers).  

This event no longer takes 

place; however, island residents 

occasionally express an interest 

in reviving it.   

An edition of the JVDPS’ JVD 

GREEN Newsletter  (December 

2008/January 2009) highlighted 

a Christmas -time tradition that is 

familiar in the larger BVI culture 

and is shared by Jost Van 

Dykians too.   It is the custom of 

preparing a sweet alcoholic 

liqueur from the fruit of the 

guavaber ry tree, common to 

the island.  JVD resident, Mrs. 

Sheila Schulterbrandt, reported 

that her family traditionally 

spread Christmas cheer with the 

sharing of treats like guavaberry 

liqueur, ham, black cake, wine, 

tarts, dumb bread and cane 

rum.  

At Christmas  time, many 

residents also participate in 

traditional religious caroling, 

spreading holiday cheer from 

home to home on Christmas 

Eve day.  Later in the evening, 

the celebration turns toward 

more raucous ―serenading,‖ 

when singers’ spirits are kept 

high (so metimes in the late 

hours of the night) by eating 

and drinking traditional holiday 

food and drinks like black cake 

and guavaberry liqueur.  

Many natural items have been 

used for holiday decorations at 

Christmas.  Shiny fish scales were 

sometimes used to dec orate 

Christmas Trees, while many 

residents also report cutting 

down and painting the tall stalks 

of Century Plants for use as 

Christmas trees, a tradition once 

also popular in neighbouring St. 

Thomas and St. John.  

Many BVI and Commonwealth 

holidays are ce lebrated as 

public holidays on the island.  

Traditional games and activities 

are often associated with 

Commonwealth Day and may 

involve activities at the Primary 

School.   Each autumn, the 

Methodist Church becomes the 

focal point of the Harvest 

Festival.  The island also comes 

alive every December 31 with 

an island -wide New Year’s Eve 

party that draws masses of 

visitors and locals to celebrate.  

Games  

Many Jost Van Dykians  fondly 

associate a number of games 

with the island.  Games like 

―scotch-scotch‖ (similar to 

hopscotch) once involved 

throwing shards of pottery found 

near the ruins of old plantation -

era buildings.  Other games 

included ―bat and ball‖, 

hooples and marbles, which 

might be played with imported 

marbles  although seeds of 

plants were also used.   Other 

residents remember making toys 

out of natural or recycled 

products, such as creating dolls 

out of old mango seeds or toy 

boats mentioned later in this 

chapter.  Many of the games 

were multi -generational , and 

children would play alongside 

adults.  C ricket (common 

through out Commonwealth 

Caribbean countries) is also a 

popular sport today.  

Building Materials  

From the Emancipation era 

forward,  the traditional form of 

architecture on Jost Van Dyke 

has been described as ―wattle 

and d aub ,‖ which serves as a 

Box 14 

A MEMORY FROM 1960 é 

While on the island of Jost Van Dyke, I 

went back and forth to St. Thomas for 

work.  At that time one was given 29 

days in the U.S. and so I worked as a 

maid.  After the 29 days were up, I 

came back home, then I would go to 

St. Thomas again.  At that time I 

received $28 per month.  A good 

monthly payment ranged from $10 

and above back then.  A bag of flour 

or sugar was sold at 2 -3 cents back 

then. A strap of fish was 5 cents.  The 

ferryboats I tr aveled on to get to St. 

Thomas from West End, Tortola were 

the Joan of Arch  and the Neptune .  At 

that time they only charged $7 a trip.ó 

A memory from Mrs. Roseline  

(Mrs. Rose Turnbull, 1928-2009) 

Photo 35.  

Carnival parade through G reat 

Harbour in the early 1990s.  



metaphor of island life —a 

latticework of materials taken 

from the land and bound 

together by resources from the 

sea.  In a w attle and daub 

building, the ―wattle ‖ is built 

from sticks and branches from a 

variety of local trees (including 

but not limited t o mangroves 

and ironwood).  The ―daub ‖ 

consists of a mortar mixture 

created by building a fire and 

heating crushed coral, which is  

then  mixed together with sand 

and lime  and clapped on the 

wattle walls .  Roofs were made 

of grass and Thatch Palms (Tyre 

Palms) and were sewn together  

(Photo 36 ).   

As modern building materials 

became available, this type of 

building construction has mostly 

disappeared from the island , 

with only a few examples 

surviving (Photo 37 ).  Heavy 

timbers from the island were 

also used for building supports, 

with some remaining examples 

on the island today .  For 

example, t orchwood posts still 

serve as building supports at 

Foxy’s Bar and Restaurant in 

Great Harbour.   

The palm -weaving skills  

employed in roof thatching also 

were used to c reate other 

cultural artefacts.  Palm fronds 

for example have been used 

historically on Jost Van Dyke 

and throughout the Territory to 

weave mats, baskets and hats. 

The Tyre Palm is also sometimes 

referred to as the ―broom 

palm,‖ as it was used to make 

broo ms throughout the Virgin 

Islands.   

Agriculture and Land Tenure  

While much of the available 

food in the Territory today is 

imported, islanders once had to 

be more self -sufficient.  Most 

families grew provisions such as 

banana, potato, tanya, 

cassava, avo cado, sweet yams, 

pigeon peas and more.  Most 

yards had several fruit trees; and 

breadfruit, lime, mango, guava, 

soursop, sugar apple, coconut 

and tamarind were common.   

People in the community 

worked collectively in small 

groups, taking turns to cultivat e 

or terrace each other’s land.  

Women would support the work 

by preparing food for the men.  

A closer inspection of the terrain 

of Jost Van Dyke reveals a foot -

print of human history on the 

land.  Coconut palm -fringed 

beaches, tamarind trees and 

land terra cing are but a few of 

the many markers of how 

humans have irrevocably 

changed the landscape of Jost 

Van Dyke.  Walks through the 

bush will reveal deliberate rows 

of Date Fence ( Bromeliad 

penguin ), a plant that could be 

used to mark one’s property 

and which  was virtually impe -

netrable to man and cattle.  

The resources of neighbouring 

cays were also widely used, and 

some JVD residents report 

visiting nearby Great Tobago to 

hunt goats or capture birds.  As 

a bird rookery, Great Tobago 

was an easy spot to catch  

young Magnificent Frigatebirds 

(called Man o’ War locally) or 

juvenile Brown Pelicans, which 

were too fat to fly and had 

Photo 36.  

JVD men harvesting thatch palms  

in the mid -1970s. 

Photo 37.  

Example of wattle and daub house on 

JVD.  In the top right hand corner of the 

house, the exposed wattle is visible.  



been fed a consistent diet of 

small fish by their nesting 

mothers.  Game birds were also 

a useful source of protein, and 

young boys wo uld fashion 

Killiwangs  (see Photo 38 ), small 

pyramid -shaped traps made of 

woven branches to catch 

doves, pigeons and other 

ground birds.   

Prior to the advent of tourism, 

livestock agriculture was a 

major income -generating 

activity for the island.  In 

ad dition to numerous goats 

found on the island, there were 

several hundred cattle on JVD, 

which would be delivered to 

market in nearby St. Thomas via 

locally -constructed island 

sloops.  Island residents also 

remember a time when types of 

grazing grasses woul d be 

entered into annual Farmer’s 

Week agricultural competitions.  

Many families also kept chicken 

and pigs.  

For many of Jost Van Dyke ’s 

older residents, chores 

surrounding livestock tenure 

were  a definitive part of the JVD 

experience.  When questioned 

abo ut their childhood chores, 

many islanders will quickly 

describe a familiar island scene:  

Like every other child then , I 

had morning duties before 

going to school.  My father 

had cows of his own. And so 

when I was a little older, on 

some mornings I had to g et 

up and out of bed to help 

bring these cows from up on 

the hill, down to the bottom 

of the hill where there was a 

well. There they drank water.  

We then took them back 

into their pasture and then 

weõd go home and get 

ready for school. Also, 

sometimes whe n much rain 

was not falling and the 

drums we had were not full, I 

had to help my brothers and 

sisters fetch water from the 

same well that was  at the 

bottom of the hill ( Ms. Estella 

Chinnery, JVD resident born 

1928, as told to then HLSCC 

student  and JVD res ident, 

teacher Jessica Callwood ).   

Charcoal Making  

Charcoal making was a 

practice started during the 

plantation era, when strong fires 

were vital for sugar and rum 

production; it emerged as a 

primary industry for the BVI in 

the post -Emancipation years.  

Between the 1920s and 1960s, 

20,000 tons of charcoal were 

exported from the BVI to the 

USVI annually (Penn -Moll, 1998).  

Charcoal is a shiny black 

residue made of pure carbon, 

and is created by burning wood 

in an environment with limited 

oxygen, so that the remaining 

―coals‖ could be used to burn 

at high temperatures.  

On Jost Van Dyke, people 

would work collectively to build 

charcoal pits, a practice that 

occasionally continues to this 

day.  First, a piece of land was 

cleared and a pit dug.  Cleared 

green woo d (typically tamarind, 

acacia and amarette) was set 

to cure for several days.  Adult 

men generally cut the wood, 

but women and children from 

the community would help 

carry wood to the coal pit.   

Wood would either be stacked 

neatly into rows or into a 

pyra mid -shaped pile.  Bush 

clippings, banana leaves, palm 

fronds, guinea grass and other 

branches would be stuffed 

between all empty spaces in 

the wood pile, which is then 

covered with dirt, with a small 

opening left at the bottom of 

the pile.  The pile would be set 

on fire with hot coals.  Even -

tually the small opening would 

be covered, and the men 

would tend to the pile and 

patch up new holes that 

emerged as the pit smoldered 

for up to an entire week.  One 

island resident vividly rememb -

ers this familiar isla nd scene, 

―The ladies coming out in head 

ties to pick the coal, their faces 

black and dirty.‖ 

Charcoal pits were also a social 

gathering place.  Women might 

use the heat of the coal pit to 

cook breads or roast breadfruit, 

while men might play dominos 

aroun d the pit.   

In the early 1940s, Jost Van Dyke 

residents sold charcoal in 

Charlotte Amalie (St. Thomas) 

Photo 38.  

Wayson Hatchett demonstrates a 

killiwang made by his father,  

Baba Hatchett.  



for approx imately eight to ten 

cents per bucket.  As of 2006, 

the price per bucket was about 

$10.00. 

Local Drink and Food  

In addition to the popular 

Ch ristmas-time guavaberry li -

queur, there are many tradi -

tional drinks associated with Jost 

Van Dyke.  For example, ―Miss 

Blyden‖ was a special drink 

made from the flower of the 

Sour Prickle Pear ( Opuntia 

rubescens ).  Another popular 

drink is Mauby (popular 

throughout the Caribbean re -

gion, although the BVI version 

involves a fermentation process 

absent on other islands); it is 

made by boiling the bark of the 

Mauby Tree.   

Other drinks include the hibiscus 

drink, lime juice, different bush 

teas, soursop speci als and a 

juice made by combining the 

tart fruit of the tamarind tree 

with sugar. While today’s youth 

may drink UHT Milk that arrives in 

cardboard containers, 

youngsters once drank freshly 

separated cow’s milk. 

A variety of local foods that are 

specific t o either the Caribbean 

or the Virgin Islands are also 

associated with Jost Van Dyke 

and include, but are not limited 

to, dumb breads, fruit tarts 

(guava, coconut, pineapple), 

Johnny cakes, salt fish dishes, 

gooseberry stew, pea soup, 

stewed goat, fungi, du mplings 

pate (pastry), tulumar and  

cassava bread.  Fish, beef and 

pork were often corned so that 

they would keep longer, and it 

was once a common sight to 

see a clothes line or fence full of 

corned fish.  The coal pot was 

used extensively for cooking 

and baking.  

Food was sometimes seasoned 

with salt, which might be locally 

harvested from within the 

Territory (Salt Island) and even 

from the pond located in White 

Bay on Jost Van Dyke.  

Herbal Medicine  and Plant 

Use   

In the absence of formally 

educated medi cal practitioners 

and medicines, Jost Van 

Dykians made regular use of 

herbal medicine and natural 

healing.  Traditionally, the island 

had known herbal healers who 

knew a great deal about 

natural healing.  Even today, 

many older island residents are 

familia r with local treatments.   

A collection of local knowledge 

about ―bush plants‖ could fill a 

book.   

There are numerous examples 

of herbal medicines used on the 

island to treat illnesses, includ -

ing, but not limited to, the 

following (see interview with 

Ivan Chinnery, JVD resident, in 

JVD GREEN Newsletter , October 

2008): 

- Maiden apple vine to treat 

fevers or to purify blood,  

- Cattle tongue as a bush tea 

to reduce colds and coughs,  

- Soursop tree leaves as a mild 

sedative to help a person 

sleep, and  

- dysentery bush to help stop 

diarrhea.  

Other resources used in herbal 

healing included shark and 

trunk oil (from the liver of 

Leatherback Turtles) as a 

treatment for asthma and colds.  

Still other natural uses for plants 

abound, including the use of 

various cacti as hair shampoos 

or the use of the soft wooly 

fibers from the Silk Cotton Tree 

to stuff pillows and mattresses.   

Much of the community’s 

knowledge about medicinal 

herbs and plants has been 

transmitted orally.  As modern 

medicines are now more readily 

Photo 39 . 

A common Great Harbour sit e.  Fishing 

is an important part of daily life on JVD.  



accessi ble to island residents, 

efforts to record these traditions 

could help ensure that the 

community retains this valuable 

information.   

Maritime Resources  

Information about Jost Van 

Dyke’s unique relationship with 

the sea is contained in Chapter 

Four of this  Environmental Pro -

file .  As noted in the earlier 

chapter, the island’s traditional 

identity as a fishing and seafar -

ing community is perhaps its 

most notable cultural identifica -

tion ( Photo  39).   

Items from the sea have been 

used extensively in everyday life 

around the home.  Sea sponges 

were used in the schoolhouse as 

erasers or to wash dishes, sea 

fans were used as sieves for 

sifting flour, sea whips were used 

to beat eggs and cake batter, 

and conch were blown 

throughout the Territory to 

announce the ar rival of fresh 

catch.   

Often from a young age, 

islanders helped provide food 

for their families —collecting 

whelk or conch, line fishing 

around rocks, or carrying a 

torch at night to find lobsters in 

the shallow waters.  In small, 

locally constructed woo den 

vessels, islanders often rowed or 

sailed to rich fishing grounds or 

nearby islands to sell their fish or 

other goods in markets or barter 

them for other goods.  Islanders 

also used small boats to row to 

jobs on nearby islands.  Similarly, 

if a communit y member was ill, 

transport via rowing or sailing 

was the only way to reach 

medical services.  

Commercial rope was not 

available for fishing, and men 

would twist strands of whist as 

rope for their fish pots, which 

were also constructed of local, 

natural mat erials.  Different 

types of cacti, soldier crabs and 

even broken lobster (which 

were less desirable than Hind, 

Grouper, Oldwife and other 

types of reef fish) were all used 

as bait for the pots.  Fishermen 

often weaved their own seine or 

turtle nets.  Today  these skills are 

still used by older residents and 

are also used on land to 

capture free -roaming goats.  

While Jost Van Dyke was not a 

boat -building center, many 

island residents worked with 

available resources to repair 

small craft.  For play and 

recrea tion, many children raised 

on the island made various 

types of toy boats (from natural 

materials like coconuts), model 

boats ( Photo 40) (which were 

part of races that pre -date the 

modern Wooden Boat Regatta 

in Great Harbour),  and rafts 

(which were taken ou t to reefs 

for fishing).  One Islander 

remembers building small rafts 

and stripping the stalks from 

Century Plants to use the 

buoyant material of the stalks to 

help float the rafts.  

Until recently, many islanders 

remember making ―bateaux‖, 

small canoe -style boats that 

were built using galvanized 

roofing materials ( Photo 41).  

Bateaux were patched with tar, 

which was collected from 

around rocks.  This same tar was 

also used in home repairs.  

Many local residents report that 

they believed the tar consti -

tuted  remnants of oil spills in the 

area.   
 

 
 

Photo 40 . 

Model boat races in Great Harbour  

during the mid -1970s. 

Photo 41.  

Bateaux building was popular on 

JVD during the second half of the 

twentieth century, seen here during 

a Carnival race in t he late 1980s.  



VANISHING HISTORY  

There is little written documenta -

tion within the JVD community 

of customs and rituals , and ef -

forts to record these traditions 

through transcribed oral his -

tories, voice recording and 

videograp hy could help ensure 

that these unique facets of Jost 

Van Dyke life do not vanish 

without trace.   

 

In terms of the environment, 

records of cultural traditions and 

firsthand accounts of the past 

through oral history can also be 

useful for conservation effo rts.  

Such documentation helps to 

relate additional information 

about shifting environmental 

baselines and anecdotal 

evidence about the depletion 

of natural resources.  

Box 15 

MORE COMMUNITY VOICES 

Firsthand accounts from Jost Van Dyke residents (such as the snippets below) 

formed the basis of this Environmen tal  Profile  chapter, which could, in turn, 

serve as  the modest beginnings of a larger oral history project for Jost Van 

Dyke.  

òIt was such a sight to see:  all those whelks on the rocks!  Now theyõre all 

gone.éó 

òI lived with her in a thatch house.é  There were no hurricane shelters.  

And so if one was about to approach us, we had nowhere else to go.  Y et 

there were a lot less hurricanes while I was young.ó 

 òThank You for the Word so sweet, Thank You for the food we eat, Thank 

You for the birds that sing, Thank You Lord for everything .  Amenó  

[This prayer was recited daily by the islandõs oldest living 

residents during schooling and is still recited today at the Primary 

School.  Religion has been at the centre of community life on Jost 

Van Dyke and is a vital part of the islandõs cultural traditions and 

the residentsõ sense of community.]  

 



CULTURAL HERITAGE 
ISSUES 

ACTION OPTIONS AND OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

CULTURAL HERITAGE ISSUE ONE 

There is little available 

written documentation of 

customs and rituals of the 

Jost Van Dyke community . 

 

 

1. An oral history project could be initiated by the Jost Van Dykes Preservation 

Society, possibly in collaboration with the BVI Department of Cul ture, the 

National Archives, the H. Lavity Stoutt Community and other like -minded 

partners.  Island residents could be encouraged to collect stories and to help 

preserve old photographs and other cultural artefacts of the island.  Until 

there is an availab le museum or interpretive centre on Jost Van Dyke to 

house a collection, island residents might consider lending artefacts for 

display at the Sugar Works Museum in Road Town.  

2. The JVDPS, along with interested members of the community, could explore 

the use  of multi -media presentations such as photo exhibits to help relate 

cultural information to a wider audience.  The Society might mount historical 

photos on its web site similar to the exhibits on the web site of the St. John 

Historical Society ( www.stjohnhistoricalsociety.org ). 

3. A project similar to establishment of an oral history archive would be an effort 

to transcribe song lyrics, interview musicians and write about the events that 

form the backgroun d for song lyrics.  This initiative could involve primary, 

secondary or college students, as well as interested adults from the 

community.  

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE ISSUE TWO 

To date, JVD tourism, with 

its emphasis on yachting, 

has not yet incorporated 

significa nt elements of JVD 

culture into its tourism 

product (see also Historical 

Heritage Issue Five, 

Chapter Five).  

 

 

1. Tourists to JVD might find many aspects of Jost Van Dyke’s intangible cultural 

heritage to be of interest.  In addition to the historical sites h ighlighted in 

Chapter Five for possible public display, new cultural demonstration sites 

could be created.  For example, a demonstration site for the Emancipation 

era in the 1800s could include a home built of traditional Wattle and Daub or 

other elements that are culturally and historically of the period.  Other 

demonstration projects could focus on fishing or practices of harvesting salt 

from salt ponds.  The Fish House in Great Harbour might be an appropriate 

location for housing items or a centre for ac tivities related to fishing and 

boats.  

2. Tourists often express interest in local crafts.  Musical instruments, weavings or 

other items might be a good income -generating activity for individuals or 

groups on the island.  In 2008, the BVI Tourist Board launch ed an initiative to 

promote ―recycled crafts‖.  Craft projects on JVD could be developed that 

also focus on past traditions and practices of recycling (such as the creation 

of musical instruments for Fungi music).  Such activities would also help to 

raise awareness about the importance of preserving the island’s cultural 

traditions and practices.  

 

http://www.stjohnhistoricalsociety.org/


CULTURAL HERITAGE 
ISSUES 

ACTION OPTIONS AND OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

CULTURAL HERITAGE ISSUE THREE 

The British Virgin Islands 

does not currently have a 

policy directed toward the 

preservation and 

management of cultural 

resources.  

1. The development of a ―cultural resource management‖ policy for the 

Territory would need to be initiated by the Department of Culture, which is 

already working diligently with limited resources and is interested in the 

development of cultural resource manag ement plans.  Members of the Jost 

Van Dyke community should be supportive of initiatives that seek to develop 

and implement a comprehensive, territory -wide policy.  However, it is also 

important that the policy incorporates island -level input and participa tion 

and encourages sufficient flexibility to allow for differences among the 

separate BVI inhabited islands.  

CULTURAL HERITAGE ISSUE FOUR 

As a UK Overseas Territory, 

stakeholders in JVD and 

the BVI (whether they are 

government or non -gov -

ernment) face th e ongo -

ing challenge of identify -

ing sufficient funding and 

other resources to support 

cultural heritage pro -

grammes.  As a depen -

dency of the United 

Kingdom, the Territory —

and institutions in the 

Territory—do not have 

access to as many donor 

sources, part icularly in a 

field such as cultural 

heritage, a sector that is 

not generally well funded 

in the first place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Creative solutions will need to be employed to secure funding for cultural 

heritage projects on Jost Van Dyke.  Since natural linkages ofte n exist 

between historical, cultural and environmental programmes, every effort 

should be made in a small place like JVD (with a small NGO like the 

Preservation Society) to strengthen those linkages where possible and to 

develop proposals, initiatives, and  activities that tie resource preservation  

and resource management  issues—in history, in culture, in the environment —

into more integrated, inter -connected approaches, particularly when 

approaching donors.  

2. On a programmatic level, environmental education ac tivities by the JVD 

Preservation Society or other groups should try to use older community 

members as a resource for integrating environmental issues within a broader 

social/cultural/historical context.  
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