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8. DIRECTIONS FOR THE FUTURE

The island of Jost Van Dyke is modestly settled. According to made a visit to Jost Van Dyke to
the fourth largest of the British the Development Planning Unit meet with residents about their
Virgin Islands. Limited by a sma |l of the BVI Government, of the oplanning concernso for
land mass and equally small total acreage for  Jost Van Dyke island. Jackson reported the
popul ation base, t [fireludinglJ\éDnICHGC, and foll owing as among isl an
development has been over - Little and Great Tobago), only concerns at that time (Jackson,
shadowed by the hub of activ. = - 12 percent is categorised as 1978):
ity centred in Tortola to its 9 built wup ar e.a 0-an q tthg neeedrfo? brgt?elr n’r1‘ain i
southeast. Current settlement ing 88 percent (2,224 acres) is .
patterns have focused on the classified as oOvacan tteBa“CS gf PeéjeeStI“ag.

. . roads;
village that developed at Great (In the BVI Territory as a whole, '
Harbour, theislan d 8 s pr i ma r 30 percentof allland s are con - — the need for general
communication and transporta - sidered o0devel eapedd, improverhentofrGreat
tion link with the rest of the developed land identified Harbour by simple tree
Territory and beyond. mainly on steep slopes; see planting and other methods

www.dpu.gov.vg ). of beautifi cation;

Until recently, economic activity the need to protect the

consisted only of small -scale Thus, there are still choices and .
. o . - . shorelines of Great Harbour
agriculture, fishing and livestock options for Jost Van Dykians to
. . . . by developm(?nt ofa, .
production. The pursuit of these consider concerning the 1 s. afpdos
o ~ . ~ . protective strip of land
livelihoods fi coupled withth e future fi about the ongoing bordering the sea:
limited availability of flat land, consumption of its natural g '
the islandds r ugg e desouroep, abput laop hsy — the desire to see that
and the need for accessibility to economy should continue to traditional ways of life are
transportation and marine grow and prosper, and about protected by being
outlets i all influenced where what is critical to protect. With selective with respect to
the population lived and how this Environmental Profile in developments that are
the people of Jost Van Dyke hand, Jost Van Dykians now allowed to oc cur;
utilised the land of their birth have an improved environmen - .
. . — the desire to have
and the w aters surrounding their tal database to support that )
) . . . development projects
island home. decision -making process, in - )
. . . assessed against the needs
cluding a wide range of envi - . )
i . . of the community, e.g., jobs
With the advent of tourism, ronmental policy recommenda - ;
. ) . i vs. protection of the
other factors began to influ - tions and community action wav of life:
ence resource use as a given options. In this final chapter of y '
areads suitabil ity the BrofiletIRFhasihightightedn — the desire to see develop -
frastructure or a paneoftheandicasraheadias e 6 s ment projects planned so
usefulness in enhancing the the community considers how as to minimise their impact
touri stds exper i en toesupportsnvirorariental pro - on the environment, with
fect ed resource -use decisions, tection and sustainable growth referen ce especially to
whether the resources were for Jost Van Dyke. water -dependent devel -
terrestrial - or marine -based. opments.
Over three decades ago, in
Even so, much of theisland re - September of 1978, Town and What has changed in the inter -

mains undeveloped and is only Country Planner, Ivor Jackson, vening 30 years?


http://www.dpu.gov.vg/

For one thing, -t od aegodrses ip thisery small place way of pollution and other

pants in a similar forum might

point to increasing pressures on

natural resources, such as:

— increased numbers of
tourists using be aches and
the coastal environment;

— conflicting uses of marine
resources, for example at
White Bay;

— continued overgrazing and
lack of livestock control;

— overfishing of inshore
waters;

— the need to upgrade waste
disposal practices.

Increasingly, Jost Van Dyki ans
are compelled to address the
central issue that has directed
preparation of this Environmen -
tal Profile , namely:

How can a very small
place (with limited
resources, a centralised
government structure
located elsewhere, and
a small private sector)
adequ ately deal with
the management and
protection of its
commonly -shared
natural resources?

The traditional inventory ap -
proach to managing singular
resources i whether water or
wildlife, forests or fish, rocks or
reefs, soils or seagrassesfi is
simply not adequ ate anymore,
now that there are more people
(both residents and tourists)
competing for the use of finite

called Jost Van Dyke. insults.

Elsewhere, the old inventory

approach to resource man - This balancing act, this rea -
agement is being replaced by a soned public search for fairness
more hol istic perception of and enhanced awareness of
hundreds of interconnected ecosystem needs as well as
0goodsdé and 0Oser vi tumamdneetsigwhat environ -
available to the community as mental policy, en vironmental

a whole by what was tradition - planning, environmental man -
ally refemMotked t o asgement, and environmental
Nature 6 but nowfurcal | emrotegtion are all about ( ibid .,

tioning ecosystems ,6 whi ch ap. @.

interconnected, one to the

other. Clean and stable It is also what
beaches are not unrelated to future is all about.

robust and flourishing reefs or to

the abundance of fishery stocks,

or to best management prac - WHAT IS ALREADY
tices on erosion -prone hillsides. PROTECTED

That which we have long taken

for granted as useful or as desir - As indicated in Chapter 1, the

able oresds dofer are
seeing in a new, more informed
lightfi an ecological light (E.L.
Towle in CCA/IRF, 1993).

Br8fil¥ islands include several
area s already identified by the
BVI Government for protected
area status. These include:

Jost Van Dykians, Iikg i§landers 1. Diamond Cay National Park
everywhere, are beginning to

understand that there are limits Established as a national
to what can be taken from the park in 1991, this one -half

natural envirenment hegarefk2pacre)pro -
goods and serviceso6 tacedsitiplggated atthe

much we can put back in the terminus of a small peninsula
e
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Figure 9.
Crown Land on Little Jost Van Dyke, Green Ca y and Sandy Spit.
Government -owned areas are highlighted in bright yellow and include the
eastern half of LJVD and all of Green Cay and Sandy Spit (source: T&CPD).

Jost

Van



off Long Bay on the eastern
shoreline of Jost Van Dyke.

Green Cay and Sandy Spit
Fisheries Protected Area .

Fifteen -and -one -half
hectares (38.4 acres) of
protected waters to the east
of GC and SS were declared
under the Fisheries
Regulations in 2003.

3. Sandy C ay Habitat Manage -
ment Area .

The 5.7 hectare (14 acre)
national park was authorised
by the Minister of Natural Re -
sources and Labour at a
ceremony formally transfer -
ring the island from private
ownership to the National
Parks Trust on May 1, 2008.

Addit ionally, government -held
Crown Lands are also included
within the Profile study area,
specifically (see Figure 9):

— slightly more than half (35
hectares/86.5 acres) of Little
Jost Van Dyke, and

— all acreage on Green Cay
and Sandy Spit.

Finally, the BritishVirgin Islands
Protected Areas System Plan,
2007-2017 (Gardner, 2007),
approved by Government in
2008, identifies additional areas
within the boundaries of this
study for proposed protected
area status. These include the
following:

1. Little Jost Van Dyke Proposed
Marine Protected Area
(MPA).

Proposed Marine Protected Area boundary: b6
Little Jost Van Dyke

Little Jost Van Dyke ~_

PointID |Northing |Easting
T |2040038 _|318a52

2040717 318505
2040529 |318173
2040206 18177
2041534 16906
2041957 17387
2041726 17920
2041621 18003

NS

Datum: NAD 1983, UTM Zone 20

Created by BVI National Parks Tosst, 2008

Nosthern Carys MPA

1

Figure 10.
Boundaries for the proposed Little Jost Van Dyke Marine Protected Area
(source : National Parks Trust).

Park at Diamond Cay and a
prop osed Protected Land -
scape/ Seascape at Cape
Wright and East End Har -
bour. The latter is proposed
under Management Cate -
gory 15(e) of the National

This proposed MPA (see Fig-
ure 10) would protect a
designated marine environ -
ment in the waters between
Jost Van Dyke and Little Jost
Van Dyke, including the
currently protected National

Proposed Marine Protected Area boundary: Northern Cays

PointID Northing  Easting

2040938 318452
2041242 319299
2041712 319216
2041708 320013
2038964 319996
2038964 318952

(2] (el B 5] LV B

Datum: NAD 1983

Created by: BVI National Parks Trust, 2008
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Figure 11.
Boundaries for the proposed Northern Cays Marine Protected Area
(source: National Parks Trust).




Parks Act (NPA), 2006.
Northern Cays Proposed
Marine Protected Area
(MPA).

This proposed MPA (see Fig-
ure 11) would include the
existing Fisheries Protected
Area east of Green Cay and
Sandy Spit, the existing Habi -
tat Management Area at
Sandy Cay, the designation

of Green Cay as a Species
Management Area (under
Management Category

15(d) of the NPA), and the
designation of Sandy Spit as
a Natural Monument (under
Management Category

15(c) of the NPA).

Green Cay and Sandy Spit
are Crown Lands, and the
Government could vest
these properties in the
National Parks Trust with the
protected area classifica -
tions propos ed by the NPT in
the BVIProtected Areas
System Plan, and as also
noted inthe paragraph
above .

Photo 47 provides the
geographic positioning of
Green Cay, Sandy Spit, and
Sandy Cay, the first two pro -
posed as protected sites and
the last already designated

as a protected site within the
BVI 6s National
Protected Areas System.

Lettsom Plantation House,
Little Jost Van Dyke,
Proposed Historic Site.

The Lettsom Plantation
House on Little Jost Van Dyke

is designat edroin

tected Areas Sysem Plan to
be managed as a Historic

Photo 47.
Green Cay in the foreground, with Sandy Spit offshore of Green
Cay and Sandy Cay in the background, beyond San dy Spit.

Site, classified as a Manage -
ment Category 15(h) site
under the National Parks

Act.

4. Thomas George Bay, Jost
Van Dyke, Proposed Marine
Park.

This proposed MPA, com -
prising 7.6 hectares (18.7
acres) on the southeast

shore of Jost Van Dyke near
Little Harbour (Garner Bay), is
identified within the  System
Plan as a future marine park
under category 15(b) of the
National Parks Act.

CRITICAL SPECIES AND

P AR TATPd

Floral Species of Special
Concern

The list of plant species of
special concern compiled by

the Profile research team ( Table
12) is based on two periods of

fitiifvesfo¥tor Sn July and
October of 2008, comple -

mented by literature searches
and review s. Itis likely that with
additional field surveys, more
species coul d be added to the
list.

However, the limited number of
species identified in Table 12
reflect sjust how much the forest
and woodland cover on most of
Jost Van Dyke and its  satellite
island s ha s declined over the

last 50 years fi and continue sto
do so. A p ositive exception is
Sandy Cay, which has no
inhabitants , no livestock, no rats
and no m ongoose. Relative to
its size, Sandy Cay offers the
most biodiversity of any of the
Profile islands.

Table 12 provides a list of plant
species of special concern that
the field team recorded during

its surveys; they are located on
Figure 12. Many of them have a
GPS coordinate, and their posi -
tion can be displayed on a

map . Other plants that were
less uncommon or locally com -
mon were not documented

with GPS coordinate s.



Table 12. Plant species of special concern , with locational information

Habitat Key: Status Key:
Be beach Ro rocks En endangered Th  threatened
Cl cliffs Wo woodlands LC locally common Un  uncommon
Fo forests R rare
Oa open areas

Conservation Location on Photo in
Status Figure 12 Profile

Species Common Names Habitat

Psychilis

) Butterfly Orchid Fo/Wo/Oa/Be/Ro/Cl Un/Th Photo 48
macconnelliae

Epiden drum ciliare Christmas Orchid or Fo/Wo/Oa/Ro/Cl UniTh Photo 50
Eye-lash Orchid

Tillandsia fasciculata Giant Air P lant Fo/Ro/Cl R/Th

Tyre Palm or Thatch Palm

Coccothrinax alta Fo/Wo R/En A Photos 9 & 14
also Broom Palm
Erythrina eggersii Coral Tree or Cock spur Fo/Wo Extremely B Photo 11
rare/En
Flueggea acidoton Simple -leaf B ushweed Wo R/En C

Opuntia rubescens _Tree Cactus or Be/Wo/Oa/Ro/Wo R/En D Photo 16
Prickly Pear Cactus

Melocactus intortus Barrel Cfi ctus or Ro/Oa/Cl LC/Th Photo 15
Turkdés Cap C

Bastardiopsis eggersii Jost Van Dyke Indian Mallow Fo/Wo Unknown E Photo 10
Eugenia sessiliflora No common name available Fo Un-R
Agave missonium Century P lant or Agave Fo/Wo/Ro Un/En F
Guaiacum officinale Lignum Vitae Wo/Oa/Be R/En G Photos 12 & 13
WohgngLi%eiiia Stinging Bush Wo Un H Photo 49

Photo 50.
Christmas Orchid (not in bloom)
(Epidendrum ciliare ).

Photo 48.
Butterfly Orchids
(Psychilis macconnelliae ).

Photo 49.
A few stra nds of Stinging Bush ( Malpighia
woodburyana ) were found along Brown Ghut.



Location of plants of special concern on

Faunal Species of Special
Concern

Most of the faunal species of
special concern in the Profile
islands are listed in Table 13 and
located on Figure 13.

Many factors have contributed
to their unstable and uncertain
status, but the primary causes
are:

(1) Deterioration and loss of
habitat due to free -roaming
goats, land clearing, and
to a lesser extent , human
encroachment.

(2) Declinein species popula -
tion due to invasive preda -
tors such as the mongoose,
rats, and feral cats

Figure 12.

(map source: Google Earth, 2008).

Habitats of Special Concern

Many habitat types on JVD and
its neighbo uring cays are critical
for the survival of the floral and
faunal species of special con -
cern that have been identified
above. Of particular impor -
tanc e are the following (see
also Figure 13):

- Salt ponds
- Ghuts
- Fringing mangroves

- Forest and woodland
communities

- Coral reefs
- Seagrass beds.

Salt ponds and ghut systems are
probably the habitats that

Profile islands; for species identification, see Table 12

could most immediately be
affected by community action
through clean -up and
restoration efforts. Both support
diverse species of flora as well
as providing foraging and
roosting opportunities for wildlife
in general. Ghuts offer a
sheltered wildlife corridor, while
salt ponds provide sediment
control attributes  that prevent
sediment and pollution from
reaching marine habitats.

Maintaining, protecting, and
restoring these ecosystems is not
only critical for the survival of
species of special concern , but
also for the overall health of the
natural environment , which
ultimately will influence the
economic well being of the Jost
Van Dyke community.



